Outstanding Elementary, Middle/Junior, and High School

Teacher of the Year

One elementary, one middle school or junior high school, and one high school teacher will be honored for outstanding teaching, contributions to the advancement of social studies education within the school and community, and active participation in local/state/national social studies councils.

************ALL PACKETS***********

Presentation materials should be submitted in report portfolios bound in plastic combs or clear plastic report folders. Do not send loose stapled materials or three ring binders.

Application Criteria

· Typed nomination packet consisting of all requested documentation, postmarked by May 15. (Send 8 copies of packet.)
· Current TCSS member

· Current classroom teacher

· Five years as a classroom teacher

Send all materials to : 
Kay Geiger  3603  97th  St.  Lubbock, TX  79423

Phone:  (806)789-7006 (cell)  or  (806)797-1088  (home)
Selection Criteria

· Exceptional classroom instruction in developing students’ citizenship skills, fostering inquiry and problem-solving; enhancing social studies through creative activities; continuous education in the field of social studies

· Advancement of social studies education in the community and utilization of community resources, and student competitions 

· Instructional leadership in district, state, etc., and awards and recognitions

· Active participation in social studies councils

Requested Documentation

1. The completed nomination form and letter submitted by the local council detailing the nature of the nominee’s service to the local/state/national councils**

2. A resume or vitae listing educational background, experience and contributions to social studies education, and council activities 

3. Three letters of recommendation (one from a superior within the last three years) detailing the nominee’s experience and contributions to social studies education

4. No more than three additional pages to support the nominees credentials for recognition (articles, pictures, etc.)

5. A sample lesson plan

**Cite specific examples of how the teacher meets the selection criteria. Lesson plans of all applicants will be submitted to The Social Studies Texan for publication consideration.
 TCSS SPECIAL AWARDS CRITERIA 

Criteria for the TCSS Outstanding Elementary, Middle/Junior High, and High School Teacher of the Year Awards 

1. Develops original instructional materials which demonstrate creativity and student engagement. 

2. Incorporates innovative and effective instructional, research-based teaching strategies which include a fostering spirit of inquiry and the development of critical thinking and the integration of technology instruction. 

3. Demonstrates effectively the alignment of the Social Studies TEKS within the submitted model lesson. 

4. Fosters the development and practice of citizen participation among students in school and community settings. 

5. Shows evidence of professional involvement and leadership through sharing expertise in workshops and curriculum development, maintains membership in professional social studies organizations, and attends TCSS and/or NCSS conferences. 

Ballot Sheet for Nominees 

Ranking Scale: 1 to 5 (with 5 being the highest). Use 2’s and 4’s as necessary.
1 – Little or no indication; 3 – Meets expectations 5 – Outstanding
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Signature of Committee Member: _______________________________________________________
The sum of all points awarded to a nominee will determine the recipient of the award. In the event of a tie, a run-off will be conducted.
